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teaching profession possible. Intending teachers could now
receive a general education until the age of seventeen or
eighteen, and then pass on to college for their specialized
training, first in the subjects they hoped to teach, and then in
the best methods of teaching them. The change soon wrought
in the elementary branch of the teaching profession by the
expansion of the secondary-school system was little short of
miraculous. Difficulties remained, such as the opportunities
of boys and girls-in rural districts, but there could be no turning
back. Teaching definitely took its place as one of the pro-
fessions in the full sense of the term.
Training in We have just seen that a teacher's specialized
teaching preparation for his calling consists broadly of a
study (a) of what he intends to teach, and (b) of
the best methods of teaching. This point needs, however, some
further explanation. In general, it may be said that the
importance of (b) varies inversely as the age of the pupils
whom the intending teacher has in view. If a girl intends to
teach in an infant school or a kindergarten, (b) becomes so
important that the distinction between (a) and (b) tends to
disappear, i.e. such subjects as nature-study, elementary
mathematics, literature, tend to be studied pretty strictly in the
light of the fact that they are to be taught to children. The
same principle is largely applicable in the preparation of
teachers for the primary schools, and it is partly for that reason
that the value of (b) has never been doubted for primary
teachers. The opinion is widely held, however, that the
intending primary teacher should carry at least one subject to
a more advanced stage, not necessarily with a view to specialized
teaching, but rather with a view to personal culture. The
value of (6) foL^jsecpoja^teacher^as^ been much more
slowly recognized, ^especially <3!TlEe men's side of the pro-
fession. A sound knowledge of the matter to be taught, and a
general liking for boys, was held sufficient; but the insistence